
About Mock Trial

Each autumn, Idaho students in grades 9 to 12 get ready to go to court, not because they have to, but 
because they want to. Th ese students immerse themselves in the inner workings of our judicial system, 
learning rules of evidence and trial procedures and confronting the complexity of some of our most 
challenging legal issues. By the spring, they are ready to participate in the Idaho High School Mock Trial 
Competition. Spsonsored by the Idaho Law Foundation’s Law Related Education Program, the goal 
of mock trial is not to win for the sake of winning, but to learn and understand the meaning of good 
citizenship in our democracy. Participation in the program increases comprehension of the historical, 
ethical, and philosophical basis of our judicial system  and provides a hands-on learning experience that 
demystifi es the law and court procedures. Teams compete in one of three regional tournaments with the 
top 12 teams qualifying to compete in the state competition. 

Roles 

Teams consist of 6 to 9 students, a teacher sponsor, and an attorney coach. Each school can have up to two 
teams.
Students: Team roles consist of attorneys, witnesses, and timekeepers. Each team member must be prepared 
to play two roles: one for prosecution and one for defense
Teacher Sponsor: Th e teacher sponsor helps recruit and select team members, makes logistical 
arrangements for teams, and partners with the attorney coach to help learn the case materials and prepare 
for competitions
Attorney Coach: Th e attorney coach provides a lawyer’s perspective on the case materials and works with 
teams to develop trial stategies

Support for Teams

To help support participation in mock trial, the Idaho Law 
Foundation off ers the following support:

  Assisting teams to recruit an attorney-coach
  Providing training and orientation sessions for teams
  Furnishing meals and snacks at the state competition
  Covering lodging and Foundaiton sponsored 
transportation for teams traveling to the state competition 
from outside of the Treasure Valley

  Contributing a stipend for to help pay for participation in 
the national competition

  Reducing fees for teams having diffi  culty paying for 
registration (upon team request)

  Finding mentors to work with less experienced coaches
  Helping to organized scrimmages prior to competitions 
for interested teams

  Off ering a referral discount for teams that recruit other 
schools to participate in the mock trial competition

To Register Visit the Idaho Law Foundation’s website at www.idaholawfoundation.org to download the 
2015 Idaho High School Mock Trial Registration Form. 
Questions? Contact Carey Shoufl er at (208) 334-4500 or cshoufl er@isb.idaho.gov

2015 Idaho High School Mock Trial Competition

Important Dates

  Monday, October 6, 2014 to 
January 31, 2015: Registration 

  Monday, November 17, 2014: 
Case Materials Released

  Saturday, February 28, 2015: 
Regional Competitions 
(Caldwell, Lewistion, Eastern 
Idaho (TBD))

  Wednesday to Friday, March 18 
to 20, 2015: State Competition in 
Boise

  Th ursday to Saturday, May 14 to 
16, 2015: National Competition 
in Raleigh, North Carolina


